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EZ News
Garden
The Zendo grounds continue to be a focus for the group as small weekly work parties gather to prepare
planting beds for newly arrived flowers. Orange California poppies brighten the corner and callas and irises
bloom outside the kitchen window. The place looks very different than a year ago when we moved in! The
McMullen children have planted their own plots of vegetables and flowers around the grassy area and the
Zendo folks still has a bit of work before them. Lots of weedy grasses need extracting from the earth to
prepare for planting. Please come join in on Thursday evenings next month if you can to help care for the
garden and enjoy the company of sangha members.  We are currently researching obtaining rock affordably
for the Kanzeon garden that will be a centerpiece of the planted area with a tea pavilion alongside it. Talk with
Thelma, Nick or Suiho for details.
Ango Ending
Our intensive practice period ended last month. It was a very enriching period for the Zendo and its
membership having held our first Jukai, precept class series, instruction on chanting and altar care as well as
two fusatsu ceremonies and two mondos. As the weather warms and people have more vacations planned, our
schedule naturally loosens a bit and we will be focusing on the garden and completing the next phase of Zendo
construction by fall.  Ejo will be traveling in Japan for several weeks of the summer and will return with one
of his dharma brothers late August.
Financial Update
At our last steering committee, their was a discussion about transitioning to a more traditional means of
supporting the Zendo which would replace our current annual pledge format with a more intimate and
informed relationship between the sangha and the financial support of the dharma teachings. (See Ejo’s article
this issue) We will continue with our current model of raising funds but likely transition to a more open
expression and lively engagement of the Buddhist teachings of dana paramita (the wisdom of giving) in the
fall. Stay tuned for more on this subject as we approach this new (to us) way of challenging our practice and
trusting in our deeper collective wisdom. Gratitude to all who have given wholeheartedly to create the warm
space we enjoy today.
Barn Raising Party
A rainy day saw a diehard group of 15 or so Zendo folks erect a grand barn addition out at the farm, eat a feast
for lunch and pot up flowers in the greenhouses for the Zendo. Although there was some creative architecture
that eventually took place to straighten the bow in the roof, the crew out at Horton Road is deeply appreciative
for everyone’s help and moved by such generosity and impressed by the joyful defiance of the drenching rain.
Fourth Annual Buddha - Q  June 28th Saturday Afternoon
How the years go by since the first one of these at Tom’s.... anyway, old and new members and family - come
on out to the farm! Barbecue (vegetarian) - bring a potluck dish or something for the grill. Drinks are fine.
Weíll announce the exact time later. Directions to the farm are on our web site: www.hortonorganics.com Like
the ancients said (more or less), If you meet the Buddha on the road, Grill him.
Summer Ordinary Mind Retreat - Fri - Sun (August 29-31 to be confirmed)
This will be our third annual summer farm sesshin - a silent retreat of warm days, sitting zazen in the
converted living room, harvesting carrots, sanzen in the garden and the dharma of weeding.  The last few
years, most overnight guests camped out, some slept in the Zendo and there is also one guest room available.
Everyone’s welcome to attend whatever part of the retreat they are able. Contact Seido for more info.



Begging
Bowl

May we, with all beings,
realize the emptiness of the

three wheels; giver,
 receiver and gift.

For the Garden
Rock Wall

contact: Ejo or Thelma

For the Zendo
Ceiling Material
Contact Kip or Ejo

- Gassho

Dear Sangha,
It is pleasing to see how things are developing in the short time we have been
owners (and occupants!) of our Zendo's new home.  We are putting together, piece
by piece, a fully operational temple.  It will take many years for us to come into
maturity, but already we have begun laying the foundation.

   We have made plans to finish off the work that was left undone in the Zendo
starting next week.  We are also putting a lot of effort into the gardens with regular
work parties and lots of individual care.  There are also some exciting developments
in neighborhood community building that is making this place feel more and more
like home for the Zendo and my family.

    The support that this center has received from various places has been
remarkable.  I can see in the way we are growing a natural exchange of energy and
resources that promises a bright future for our development.  In line with the way I
see us already developing, I would like us to move towards a more traditional model
of support based on the way temples and priests are supported in Japan and other
Asian countries.  This will take some changing of the way people offer material
support through pledges and a lot of discussion about the important facet of practice
called Dana, or Generosity.

    Money is always a tricky subject and people have strong opinions about how to
work with it.  That is precisely why I want us to put some attention on how money
and other support moves at this center.  The power behind our ideas about money
and material need is a great vehicle for developing insight and trust.  I think the way
we express our understanding through the issue of material support will be a
defining characteristic of this Zendo in years to come.

    I would like to ask people to continue their current pledges into the fall Ango
when we will start talking about and exploring a more traditional support model.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns, and I look forward to this
next phase of our development.

Gassho,
Ejo

Denkoe Retreat A SHORT TRIP TO GREAT VOW

Coming to a place like this you notice a few things.... the spring moon, full and covered with misty clouds in
the dark, cold of night...quiet that is so deep you can hear the sounds of a bird's wings thrusting through the air
as it flies overhead and tiny iridescent hummingbirds engaged in fierce nectar wars at the building's entrance.
(Yes, these little creatures from paradise are very territorial).

Then sitting...

     Sitting in the Zendo in the early morning is very cold.  The weather is dark, windy and the rain
unstoppable.  Everywhere there are the sounds of running water through metal gutters..gurgling, splashing and
dripping.  The world has become a grey, cool, relentlessly wet place...and we sit some more. A bell rings and
it is time to leave the Zendo.

      Stepping outside into the hallway the big walls of glass facing out are suddenly filled with bright blue sky
and soft clouds.  Where did this come from?  The interior walls are washed in a brillant sunlight and people
everywhere slowly begin leaning, sitting and lying in the warm light, suspended by this perfect moment of
ease.

     I had to leave sesshin early but I am always reminded by scenes such as these how beautiful and
impermanent our world is and how lucky we are to be here.

                                                                      -  Thelma



About the Eugene Zendo www.eugenezendo.org
The Eugene Zendo is a Soto Zen Practice community open to everyone. The Buddhist teachings of compassion and
wisdom are fostered amidst Sangha so that we can express these naturally in our daily life. The temple is entirely
supported by donations from its members. There is no fee for any event, although donations are gladly accepted.
Activities center around zazen (silent meditation), which is the foundation of our practice.  Gatherings may also
include service, chanting, dharma talks and study & discussion.  If you are new to Zen practice, you may want to
attend our periodic introduction class or just drop by 1/2 hour early before our Tuesday evening gathering to receive
an orientation or contact our resident priest for more information:

Ejo McMullen 541- 302-4576   ejo@eugenezendo.org   
Zendo Address: 2190 Garfield   Eugene, OR   97405

Newsletter Items: Debra Martin hortonorganics@earthlink.net 925-3019 (contributions welcome!)
Web guy & contact to receive this newsletter: Ross Morris rossm@efn.org

COME AND
GET IT!

The Sutra of
Aunt Jemima



About The Sutra of Aunt Jemima

The “Sutra of Aunt Jemima” offended many people who received the
text version of the newsletter.  The decision to include it in the online
version was mine (Gensei Morris) since I see very little value in concealing
past mistakes.  Included below is an apology letter sent out by Ejo
McMullen to everyone who received the newsletter.

Gassho,

Gensei

June 9, 2003

Dear Sangha,

I received a complaint about our use of Aunt Jemima in the last issue of our newsletter.
The person thought that the “Sutra of Aunt Jemima” was offensive and was surprised that
the Eugene Zendo could be so insensitive.  At first I shrugged off the complaint as
someone just being uptight.  I am a little suspect of the way some people are trying to
purify expression, but after reflecting and doing a little research over the past couple of
days, I would like to extend my formal apologies.

The Buddha’s teaching tells us that the way we see things is not necessarily the same as
other beings.  In the case of Aunt Jemima, I saw only positive features:  a big warm
smile, round face, and the memories of pancakes and maple syrup on Sunday mornings.
While doing research I found that there is a wide range of opinions about this character,
everything from positive black role model to oppressive stereotype, but one thing is for
sure, she definitely has a more complex symbolism than just good food.

When I asked an African American colleague about the issue, he said, “Yeah, there are
some sore feelings about that.”  It was a simple statement but very powerful.  It reminded
me that I am not really in a position to judge whether Aunt Jemima is a hurtful icon.  It is
enough for me to know that there are “sore feelings” to understand that there is no place
for her in our newsletter.

I apologize for any offense this may have caused, and I will do my best to be more
thoughtful.  If you have any comments regarding the issue or would like to talk with me
about it, please do not hesitate to call, email, or say something to me directly.

Gassho,

Ejo



EZ June 2003
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

3
5:30 -7:50 AM
Regular Schedule
7:30-9:30
Service/ Zazen
(Double Sit)*

4
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

5
5:30 -7:30 AM
Regular Schedule
7 - 9 PM
Fusatsu
Ceremony

6
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

7
 8:30 AM
Zazenkai at the
Eugene Aikikai

8 9
5:30- 7:50 AM
Regular Schedule
7 - 9 PM
Intro to Zazen

10
5:30 -7:50 AM
Regular Schedule
6:00 Zendo Mtg.
7:30-9:30
Dharma Talk

11
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

12
5:30 -7:30 AM
Regular Schedule
6:30 - Dusk
Garden Work

13
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

14
 8:30 AM
Zazenkai at the
Eugene Aikikai

15 16
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

17
5:30 -7:30 AM
Regular Schedule
7:30-9:30 PM
 Service/ Zazen
(Double Sit)*

18
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

19
5:30- 7:50 AM
Regular Schedule
6:30 - Dusk
Garden Work

20
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

21
8:30 AM
Zazenkai at the
Eugene Aikikai

22 23
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

24
5:30 -7:30 AM
Regular Schedule
7:30-9:30 PM
Service/ Zazen
Practice Disc.

25
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

26
5:30- 7:50 AM
Regular Schedule
6:30 - Dusk
Garden Work

27
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

28
Annual
 BUDDHA Q
@ Seido’s Farm
Late Afternoon

29 30
5:30- 7:50 AM
Zazen, Service,
Soji, Breakfast

*If Double Sit
Evenings are
difficult, you may
come and join us for
only the one of the
40

minute periods.
Please leave or
enter during Kinhin.

** You may also
join morning zazen

any time before the
6:50 AM Service
and depart either
after service or
temple cleaning
(soji)


