
Board Notes
Th e next meeting is set for Sunday, March 8th at 11:30 A.M.

•Discussed role  of Board in long-term planning for the Zendo. Agreed that, for now, the current system works well: 
Board articulates issues which get discussed at membership meetings; when appropriate, ad hoc committees are formed to 
investigate issues in more depth. Th ese committees report back to the Board with recommendations. 
•Financial  Report: Reviewed last fi ve years. In the last couple of years, we’ve spent more than we’ve taken in; but years before 
that, we raised more than we spent. Our expenses and income have tended to balance out. No red fl ags or patterns in our 
spending/income cycles at this point. At next board meeting we’ll review budget from last year. 
•Ongoing issues with outside toilet- approved $200 to snake toilet.
•Policy on “Board Notes” in newsletter: Board meetings and minutes are public documents; briefer, edited board notes in 
newsletter off er a useful way to keep sangha up-to-date with Board decisions. To make sure that these notes are accurate and 
appropriate, Board will review notes before publication in  newsletter.
• Discussed details of selling J-Tea in Zendo store. (A tasting of J-Tea took place at the Zendo on 2/15).  In the spirit of 
community, will carry the tea in the store at regular prices on a trial basis, for a month. 
• Discussed Ejo’s interest in unfolding a further understanding of how the Eugene Zendo as a temple can function as a 
vehicle of the dharma. Th e three big areas to consider are opportunities and needs in: TRAINING, FACILITIES and 
PROGRAMMING. Board approved moving forward to develop these issues by initiating a Zendo Visioning Committee, 
and discussing the matter at the next membership meeting (Sunday, April 19).
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Dana, the fi rst of the Buddhist Paramitas, is the voluntary giving of material, energy or wisdom to others.  Th ere are no dues or 
fees for attendance at the Eugene Zendo’s scheduled events.  However, we do have expenses and rely on the support of visitors and 

Sangha Members to help us transmit the Dharma to all beings.

We appreciate your continued generosity.We appreciate your continued generosity.

Announcements 
• Fusatsu will occur on Tuesday, 
March 10th, 2009.  It will be part of 
our normal Tuesday evening program.
• Calligraphy Classes on Wednesday 
afternoon at 4 PM are ongoing.  Please 
direct questions to So-en.
• Dharma Talk Audio Files Online:
http://www.eugenezendo.org/mp3/
• A Forms Sesshin will be held Friday 
March 27th through Sunday the 29th.  
Please see the enclosed sign-up for 
more details.
• Buddha’s Birthday - We will be 
holding a ceremony to celebrate 
the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha 
on Sunday April 5th as part of our 
Sunday morning program.  Everyone 
is encouraged to attend.
• Five Day Sesshin in April - From 
Wednesday, April 29th through 
Sunday, May 3rd we will hold a longer 
sesshin.  Please keep it in mind as you 
plan for spring!
• Spring Membership Meeting - Our 
semi-annual Membership Meeting 
will be held on Sunday April 19th 
from 1 - 4 PM.  Lunch will be served 
beforehand.  Th ese meetings are 
extremely valuable for the zendo as a 
whole, and in particular, the board of 
directors.  Th is is when we take the 
time to ask, “How are things going?” 
and “Where do we want to go from 
here?”  So, please attend.  If you have 
questions about becoming a member, 
please speak with Carmelita.please speak with Carmelita.

About the Eugene Zendo - Butsugenji

Th e Eugene Zendo is a Soto Zen Buddhist temple open to everyone.  We are located in a residential neighborhood in 
West Eugene, Oregon.  Activities center around zazen (seated meditation) and include ceremony, chanting, dharma study, 
discussion and social events.

If you are new to Zen Buddhism, an introductory class is off ered at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning before our regular 
Sunday meeting.  For more information, please contact us at:
 541-302-4576  butsugenji@eugenezendo.org  Website: http://www.eugenezendo.org

—
Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to butsugenji@eugenezendo.org

Th e deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month.

 541-302-4576  butsugenji@eugenezendo.org  Website: http://www.eugenezendo.org

Eugene Zendo
2190 Garfi eld
Eugene, OR 97405

Dharma Kids
Th e Eugene Zendo Dharma School meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of each month.   Th e program is open to all youth ages 6 and up.   Th e 
program schedule is as follows:
MORNING SERVICE, 10-MINUTE ZAZEN, DECORATE 
THE ALTER, YOGA, PROJECTS*

For Dharma School questions, comments and ideas, please contact:  
Brenk@comcast.net -or- (541)743-3583. 

I’m a Baby Monk!
It’s been 7 years since I fi rst asked Ejo to ordain me.  I spent most 

of that time feeling like I was beating my head against a wall, trying to 
understand what “leaving home” meant and how a person did it.  When 
it came down to the day, I had no hesitation.  However, the ceremony 
itself felt like being squeezed for an hour and a half.  I don’t remember 
a single detail about the event outside of the altar and highseat right in 
front of me.  Somewhere towards the end of the ceremony, making one 
of the fi nal bows, I thought to myself, “Oh, I made it...”  Th e rest of the 
night, I spent in a corner (well, along the side, I suppose) of the yurt, 
feeling like a thoroughly rung out dishtowel.  It was a surprise that the 
ceremony took that much out of me.
 I think that I must not have spoken with the majority of the 
people who came so I wanted to apologize for that and thank you for 
coming.  I also wanted to thank all the people who wanted to be there 
but couldn’t.  Th at I am where I am today is because I made a decision 
to be here.  I’ve been deliberate about maintaining a life that will allow 
me to do what I’m doing.  Th at doesn’t obstruct the unquestionable fact 
that what made it possible for me to be here is completely beyond my 
control.  I owe all this to Ejo, his family and the Sangha at the Eugene 
Zendo.  Th ank you very much.
    Gassho,  Gensei
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Begging Bowl
• Aluminum Saw Horses
• Crocuses
• Digging Fork
• Clothing Iron
• Fun Art Supplies for the Children’s Program

• Flashlight and batteries

9 Bows of Gratitude
• So-en and Tenkan for sanzen umbrellas.
• Kogen for apricots.
• Eleine for yardwork.
• Aido for green tea.

 A bath when you’re born,
a bath when you die,
how stupid.
  -Issa

 A bath when you’re born,

  -Issa


